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Dear Sultana Meher,

A few days ago | received a copy of Guftani, for which many thanks.
Some days before that | had received a letter from one Shoaib Azimin
Dhaka in which he told me that he had read in Guftani an account of
the ending of the friendship between me and Khurshidul Islam and
could not understand why it had ended over so trivial a matter as a dis-
pute over whose name should come first on a title page. | was at a loss
to understand his letter. | did not know what Guftani was and | won-
dered where he had received this extraordinary piece of information
about the ending of my and Khurshidul Islam's friendship. When the
book arrived all became clear.

You standard-bearers of Urdu never cease to amaze me. As you your-
self say in your piece about me you had written to me telling me of your
proposal to include me in an account of Urdu prose-writers. | had rep-
lied that | was not an Urdu prose-writer and that you should not include
me. In spite of that you have done so. Ashur Kazmi at one stage wrote
and asked me for a photograph of myself and a sample of my Urdu
handwriting. He did not tell me why he wanted these things, and it is
clear now that he wanted them to send to you. Obviously if he had told
me that | would have refused to send them. Not only that. You head the
piece about me "Professor Ralph Rusel, Birmingham, Britain." You had
my address, which is a London address, and | have never at any stage
in my life lived in Birmingham. At the end of the piece, you give my ad-
dress, misspelling my name and misspelling the street. | am not "Ralf"
but "Ralph" and "Russell," like ever other Russell | ever heard of, has
two "I's and not one. My address is not "Theater Street" but "Th eatre
Street." You rely for a lot of your so-called information about me on an



interview with Jamiluddin Aali. Either he is to blame for the things you
attribute to him or you are to blame for misreporting him. In any case,
the statement which appears saying that my breach with Khurshidul
Islam was based upon a disagreement as to whose name should come
first on the title page is absolutely false. You have now broadcast to the
world that | am a mean and despicable person who would end a friend-
ship of more than 40 years for such an utterly trivial reason. You have
also broadcast to the world, although, thank God only to the Ur-
du-speaking population of the world, that Aali too is a mean and despi-
cable person since he said that he agreed with my breaking with Islam
on this pretext. Since you had decided, against my express wish, to in-
clude a piece about me in Guftani, you might at least have sent the text
of what you proposed to print, so that | could check anything that was
wrong with it. You didn't do that. | shall be sending you by post a copy
of my reply to Shoaib Azim and | shall be sending him a copy of this
email to you.

| don't see how you can possibly have anything reasonable to say in re-
sponse to this email, but if you do, please send me your response
promptly.

Yours sincerely
Ralph Russell

PS: Ashur Kazmi promised to return my photo promptly but he has
never done so.

This was to have gone to you by email, but the email address you give
in Guftani is evidently wrong.
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23/11/00
Dear Shoaib Azim Sahib

Your letter dated 17 October reached me on 25th and | was totally at a
loss how to reply. | enclose a letter which | have written to Sultana
Meher which will explain everything to you. To give the real reason for
the breach with Khurshidul Islam would take too long, but you will at
any rate realise that the reason was not that which Guftani gave.



With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
Ralph Russell
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