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Úrã1Ò^ÊoÂ†‘1‰1Úíj×ÌÒ^ÞË†ÞŠç7Ún6�†ÒkÒ†Þ1Òo�Âçin6ÚØ…aoan6!Â^Ý
›ç…µ†Ún6mä�Âçin6ÎfçÙÞ`n6Ò†i^!]ŒÒoÒòoæqça^lan6!]mÔiçmäÒä]Ò%†
Ò^ÞË†ÞŠç7Ò1Úç•çÂ^l‰1Úrã1Òçñoì^”�Ö3Š¶oÞ`n6!µã†]+†açeãoiçÚn6
]ŒæÎkiÔ�†mÔaçÞ^Úß^‰gÞ`n6‰Ûrãj^qgiÔÚr>Ún6Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1Úç•çÅµ†
Ò3>Ò`ß1Òo‘¡unkÞäaç!Ú%^ÙÒ1›ç…µ†Ò3>‰^Ùµ`×1]uÛ‚Þ‚mÜÎ^‰Ûoµ†]mÔ
Ò^ÞË†Þ‹ÚßÃÏ‚Òo+òo!Ún6Î^‰Ûo‘^ug‰1LQUM‰1æ]ÎÌaç7]æ…]ŒæÎk‰1�t
iÔ]á‰1e`k]2ã1iÃ×Ï^l…a1an6!ÖnÓàÚn6Þ1�Âçl]ŒÖn1ÎfçÙÞ`n6ÒoÒäÚn6Þ1
]áÒ^‘†Í]mÔ��b]ÊŠ^Þäaoµ<â^iã^]æ…]áÒo�^Â†piçe^ÖÓØÞ`n6!]mŠoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹
Ún6�†ÒkÒ†Þ^Ún†cÞˆ�mÔe1Ò^…a1q‹Ún6Ú’ßùÌÒoi’ßnË^lÒ1e^…cÚn6�¸Ò1
µ^ŒÒ`ß1Ò1Ön1Ò3>Þäaç!eÃ˜Öç+ç7ÒçiÃrùgaç]ÒäÚn6Þ1q^Þ1‰1]ÞÓ^…Ònç7Òn^!
æ]µŠoÒ†]ñ1]æ…�…]Ý‰1…aß1Ò1eß‚æeŠkÒoµn�Ò�ião(]æ…eÃ˜Öç.‰Ûrã1Òä
mäer^ñ1ìç��†ÒkÒ†Þ1Ò^qç]‡iã^!ìn†]áÒ1Ön1aç+^!Ún†cÖn1iça†+ˆÞ`n6!]Œ
ÚçÎÃ1µ†Ún6Þ1Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1Òßçmß†ÒçÖÓã^ÒäZZ]+†Ún6�¸Òo�ÂçlÎfçÙÒ†i^iç�¸
Ún†cæ]µŠoÒ†]ñ1µ†]æ…Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1�æ…]áÎn^ÝÒ1]ì†]q^lµ†Ò^Êo…ÎÜ‘†ÍÒ†i1!
Ún†pirçm̂a1Òä�¸mä…ÎÜÚrã1�c�mrn1!Ún6æÂ‚åÒ†i^aç7ÒäÚn6mä‰^…p…ÎÜ
]…�æÒoì‚ÚkÚn6‘†ÍÒ†æ7+^!�¸ÒoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ún6Ún†p�†Òk‰1]…�æÒoÒçño
ì‚ÚkÞ`n6aç+o!XX]Þãç7Þ1Ún†cì¼Ò^qç]hÞ`n6�m^!

Ún6Þ1]mÔ�ÊÃä‰1‡m^�å�mÓã^a1ÒäÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^Úç•çÅÒ3>eãoaç]æ…�¸Ò^
]ŒÚç•çÅÒ1ÚjÃ×ÐÂ×Üƒ…ùåe†]e†eãoÞäaç(ÖnÓà�¸Òç�ÂçlÚ×1iç�¸•†æ…
�†ÒkÒ†m6+1!Ún†]ìn^Ùa1Òä]mŠo‘ç…lÚn6�ÂçlÎfçÙÒ†Þ^Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1Úßj¿Ûnà



Òoiçanàa1!e‚ÎŠÛjo‰1]Ò%†mäeão�mÓãß1Ún6�m^a1Òäìç�Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1Úßj¿ÛnàÒç
]µßoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1Úç•çÅ‰1Òçñoì^”�Ö3Š¶oÞ`n6açio!Ò^ÞË†Þ‹ÚßÃÏ‚Ò†Þ1Ò^
ÚÏ’‚Ò3>]æ…açi^a1!æå�Þn^Òçe<cÊí†Ò1‰^i>mäej^Þ^2^aj1an6Òä]Þãç7Þ1]mÔe`k
ao�^Þ‚]…Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^]ajÛ^ÝÒn^a1(]æ…e‹!mäì^”›ç…µ†]Œ‘ç…lÚn6açi^a1
qgæå]µßoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹ÒçZZenà]ŸÎç]ÚoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹XXÒ`ä‰Ón6!Â^Ý›ç…µ†ZZenà]ŸÎç]ÚoXX
Ò^Ú_×gmäaçi^a1ÒäÒ^ÞË†Þ‹]+†aß‚æ‰j^áÚn6a1iç]ŒÚn6]mÔ��bµ^ÒŠj^ÞoÒçeão
�†mÔÒn^+n^a1(]æ…]+†µ^ÒŠj^áÚn6a1iç]mÔ��baß‚æ‰j^ÞoÒç!2×n1Ò^ÞË†Þ‹enà
]ŸÎç]Úoaç+òo!Ò^ÞË†Þ‹æ]ÎÃo‘vnxÚÃßç7Ún6enà]ŸÎç]Úoaçq‹Òoin^…pÚn6
Ò^ÊoÚvßkÒo+òoaçiçeãoÚn6‘†Í]Œ‘ç…lÚn6�†mÔaçÞ1Òo�ÂçlÎfçÙ
Ò†æ7+^qgÚn†cµ^Œ]ŒÒ1Úç•çÅµ†Ò3>Ò`ß1Òçaç(]æ…æåeãoÒ3>qçÚn6Þ1
µ`×1ÞäÒ`^açm^ÖÓã^aç!Ò3>‰^Ùµ`×1Ún†µ†]mÔÒ^ÞË†Þ‹açño!Úrã1e¡m^+n^!æ]µŠo
Ò†]m^æÆn†å�mß1Ò^æÂ‚åiã^(ÖnÓàÚn6Þ`n6+n^!]ŒÖn1Þ`n6+n^ÒäÚn†Ò1e^…cÚn6Úrã1

Ún6Ò`ä  Three Mughal Poets  qçÒ3>Ò`ß^iã^Ún6]µßo]æ…ìç…�n‚]Ÿ‰¡ÝÒoÒj^h
2Ó^iã^!]‰o›†|Æ^ÖgÒ1e^…cÚn6Ò`ß1ÒçeãoÚn†cµ^ŒÒçñoÞòoe^lÞ`n6a1!Êñ
Ò1Úç•çÅµ†Ò3>‰^Ùµ`×1ÖÓãßòçÚn6Ò^ÞË†Þ‹açño!mäæ]ÎÃoenà]ŸÎç]ÚoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹
ião!aß‚æ‰j^Þo(µ^ÒŠj^Þo(…æ‰o]æ…]Þ,†mˆ‰gao]ŒÚn6Úçqç�iã1!]ŒæÎkiÔ
Ún6Þ1Ên˜Ò1e^…cÚn6qçÒ3>ÖÓã^iã^(æåìç�Ún†cÞ̂�mÔÞ^Ò^Êoiã^!]ŒÖn1+n^]æ…
]ŒÚn6ÚÏ^Öäµ<â^Eq‹µ†]iùË^Ñ‰1Ò^ÊoÖç+ç7Þ1]Âj†]šÒn^D!]hÚn6Þ1]µßoÒj^h

Ún6Ên˜µ†]mÔµç…]e^hÖÓã^a1]æ…]h]+†Ên˜µ†Òçño The Pursuit of Urdu Literature

Ò^ÞË†Þ‹ÚßÃÏ‚Ò†Þ^2â1]æ…Úrã1e¡ñ1içÚn6Þ`n6q^¨7+^!
µ3ã×12ß‚e†‰ç7Ún6]áÖç+ç7ÒoiÃ‚]�Ún6ì^‘^]•^Êäaç]a1qßãç7Þ1

‰ç2ß^�†æÅÒn^ÒäZZÒ^ÞË†Þ‹XX]µßoq,ä:ãnÔa1(]æ…]Œ‰1‡m^�å�^Þ‚]…ZZenà
]ŸÎç]ÚoXXÒ^ÞË†Þ‹a1(ÖnÓà]Œ‰1eão‡m^�å�^Þ‚]…ZZÂ^ÖÛo]…�æÒ^ÞË†Þ‹XXaç+o!
2ß^Þ3ä]Þãç7Þ1]mÔÒ1eÃ‚�æ‰†]]Â¡áÒn^ÒäæåÂ^ÖÛo]…�æÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^]ajÛ^ÝÒ†…a1

ÖÛoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹XXq‹Ò^Úrã1Â×Üa12ß‚‰^Ùµ`×1Ò†]2oÚn6ÚßÃÏ‚açño! Â^ an6!µ`×oZZ
Úrã1�ÂçlÞ^Úäeãnr^+n^(ÖnÓàÚn6Þ1�ÂçlÎfçÙÞ`n6Òo!Úrã1]2ão›†|ÚÃ×çÝiã^
Òämä‘vnxÚÃßç7Ún6Â^ÖÛoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹açaoÞ`n6‰Ójo]æ…mäÒäìç�Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1



Úßj¿Ûnàeãomäe^l]ißoao]2ão›†|q^Þj1an6qjßoÚn6q^Þj^aç7!Úrã1]ÊŠçŒ
eãoaç]]æ…Æ’ùäeão�m^!]mŠ1iÛ^�1Ò^mäÞ^Ý…Òãß1Ò^]mÔÞjnrämäeãoaç‰Ój^a1Òä

ÖÛoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹ÚßÃÏ‚Òoq^ñ1içÚÃÏçÙÖç.]‰1eão]mŠo Â^ ]+†�mß‚åÒçño‰4Ú4Òo
aoZZÂ^ÖÛoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹XX‰Ûrãn6+1qnŠoaçio…ajoan6!ÒŠoÂ^ÖÛoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1]Þj¿^Ý
Òçqç‘vnxÚÃßç7Ún6Â^ÖÛoaç(Ò^ÊoÖÛfoin^…p]æ…Ò^Êo…æµnä2^an1(q‹Ò^
Ú_×gmäa1ÒäÒŠo]mŠ1]�]…cÒç]ŒÒ1]Þj¿^ÝÒoƒÚä�]…pÖnßoaç+oq‹Ò1µ^Œ
Ò^Êoæ‰^ñØaç7!Ö_ÌÒoe^lmäa1Òä]mÔ]mŠ^]�]…åæ]ÎÃoÚçqç�a1qç]mŠo
ZZÂ^ÖÛoXXÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^]Þj¿^ÝÒ†‰Ój^iã^]æ…q‹Þ1]mŠoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò†Þ1Ò^�ÂçpFeãoÒn^!
mä]�]…åµ^ÒŠj^áÒ^ZZÚÏj‚…åÎçÚo‡e^áXXa1!ÖnÓà]Œ]�]…cÞ1µ3ã×1‰^Ùq‹Ò^ÞË†Þ‹
Ò^]Þj¿^ÝÒn^]ŒÒoìf†‰àÒ†Úrã1un†laçñoÒäÚÏj‚…åæ]Ö1]iß1e1�†Ýeãoaç
‰Ój1an6!e`ke<p…ÎÜ‘†ÍÒ†Ò1ÞäÚrã1e¡m^+n^ÞäÒŠo]æ…]Þ,†m̂Òçqçej^‰Ój^
Òäe†›^ÞnäÚn6]…�æÒo‘ç…lôu^ÙÒn^a1!�æ‰†p›†ÍeÃ˜]mŠ1Öç+ç7Òçe¡m^+n^
qàÒ1Þ^Úç7‰1eãoÚn6æ]ÎÌÞ`n6iã^]æ…qàÒo�†ÒkÒŠoeão›†mÏ1‰1]…�æÒ1
Ön1ÚËn‚Þ`n6aç‰Ójoião!Úrã1]ŒÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^Â×ÜÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1ìjÜaçÞ1Ò1eÃ‚ao
aç]!

µ3ã×1‰^Ù‰1µ3ã×1‰^ÙETUUMDÚn6�a×oÚn6Úrã1�æ]æ…�Ö3Š·ir†e1
açc!]mÔ‘^ugÚn†cµ^Œ�ñ1]æ…]mÔÒ^…J�Òã^m^q‹µ†ÖÓã^iã^ZZÂ^ÖÛo]…�æ
Ò^ÞË†Þ‹XX!Ún6Þ1Ò`^(ZZÂ^ÖÛo]…�æÒ^ÞË†Þ‹[Ún6Þ1]ŒÒ^ƒÒ†Þ`n6‰ß^!�¸Òo
Ò^ÞË†Þ‹aç2Óoa1m^açÞ1æ]Öoa1[XXìç]qäuŠà$^ÞoÞ¿^Úoµ^ŒÒã<caçciã^!]Þãç7
Þ1Ò`^(ZZmäÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Þ`n6a1(e‹]mÔ]�]…cÒ^Þ^Ýa1!XX

]ŒÒ1Ò3>�áeÃ‚Úrã1ÚÃ×çÝaç]ÒäqÛùç7Ún6]mÔÒ^ÞË†Þ‹açÞ1æ]Öoa1!
Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1eÃ‚aoÚrã1ÚÃ×çÝaç]Òä�æ‰†æ7Ò1Â¡æåµ†æ+†]ÝÚn6ì×nÐ]ÞrÜ

]æ…Ún†]eão!]Þãn6�Þç7Ún6Ún†pì×nÐ]ÞrÜ‘^ug‰1iË’n×o a1 ‘^ugÒ^Þ^Ýeão
Ú¡Î^laçñoiãoÖnÓà]Þãç7Þ1]áÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^ÒçñoƒÒ†Þ`n6Òn^iã^!Ò^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1eÃ‚
Ún6Þ1qg]ŒÒ^µ†æ+†]Ýu^‘ØÒ†Ò1�mÓã^iç]ŒÚn6eãom`o�…tiã^Òä…]ÖÌ…‰Ø
Ê¡7i^…mîÒçÊ¡7Úç•çÅµ†ÚÏ^Öäµ<ân6+1!�tiÔ]ŒÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò1e^…cÚn6Òçño
ÚÃ×çÚ^lÞ`n6Ú×o!



]h�‰Ûf†UUUMÒ1�†æÅÚn6]mÔ‘^ugÞ1EqàÒ^Þ^ÝÚn6:ãnÔ‰1‰àÞ`n6
‰Ó^DÚrã1ÊçáÒn^]æ…Ò`^ÒäÊ†æ…pÒ1�ì†Ún6]mÔÂ^ÖÛo]…�æÒ^ÞË†Þ‹aç+o]æ…
�…ìç]‰kÒoÒäÚn6]ŒÚn6ÚÏ^Öäµ<âç7!Ún6Þ1Ò`^Òä�¸Úrã1açÞ1æ]ÖoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹
Ò1e^…cÚn6Ò^Æ„]leãnrn1içÚn6Æç…Ò†æ7!]Þãç7Þ1æÂ‚åÒn^]æ…]ŒÒ1Ò3>�áeÃ‚
]Þãn6‘^ugÞ1Úrã1ÊçáÒn^qßãç7Þ1�‰Ûf†Ún6ÊçáÒn^iã^!Ún6Þ1]áÒç]áÒ^æÂ‚å
m^��Ÿm^içµã†ÚjÃ×ÏäÒ^Æ„]leãnrß1Ò^æÂ‚åÒn^!]Œ�ÊÃä]Þãç7Þ1eãnr1eão!ÚÃ×çÝaç]
Òä]ŒÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^]ajÛ^Ý]mÔ]�]…åeß^Ý]…�æ:†‰8Ò†…a^a1!]æ…µã†:n×nËçáµ†Ún†p]á
‰1+Ëj,çaçño!Ún6Þ1µç2ã^Òä�¸ÒoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ún6ÒçáÒçá�…an1an6[Ò`^Òä]á
Öç+ç7Ò1Þ^ÝqàÒç�ÂçlÞ^Úäeãnr^+n^a1Ún6ej^‰Ój^aç7ÖnÓà]eãoÚrã1ÚÃ×çÝ
Þ`n6Òä]áÚn6‰1ÒçáÒçá�ÂçlÎfçÙÒ†m6+1!qgÚÃ×çÝaç]�¸Òçej^�æ7+^!Ún6
Þ1Ò`^ÒäÚn6�†ÒkÞ`n6Ò†‰Ój^(ÖnÓàÚrã1�¸ÒoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Òo…æ�]�‰1e<p
�Ö3Š¶oa1!�¸Úrã1]ŒÒoìf†m6ej^i1…an1+^!Ò^ÞË†Þ‹‰1Ò3>�áµ`×1]ŒÒ^2ã¶^

"Guest Speakers: Dr. Ralph Russell, Dr. David aç]µ†æ+†]ÝÚrã1Ú¡!�ì†Ún6ÖÓã^iã^
¾^a†a1ÒäÚßj¿ÛnàÞ1mäq^Þj1açcÒäÚn6]ŒÚn6 ! J. Matthews, Mr. Salman Asif"

�†ÒkÞ`n6Ò†æ7+^mäu†ÒkÒoião!]ŒÒ1eÃ‚Ún6Þ1‘^e†]…�^�Â%Û^Þo‘^ugÒç
³³³mäæao‘^ugan6qà‰1:n×nËçáµ†Òòoe^…Ún†p+Ëj,çaçñoião]æ…qçZZ]…�æ
:†‰8XXÒ1‰nÓ†:†pan6³³³‰ík]ujr^tÒ^ì¼ÖÓã^q‹Ò^(¾^a†a1(æåÒçño
]›Ûnß^áeí�qç]hÞ`n6�c‰Ó1!ìn†]ŒÒoiË’nØÚn6q^Þ1Òo•†æ…lÞ`n6!]hZZ
]…�æ:†‰8XXÒ1e^…cÚn6Ò3>‰ßn1!

Ún6Þ1]á‰^…cÒ^Æ„]lÒ^Æç…‰1Ú_^ÖÃäÒn^qçÚrã1eãnr1+ò1iã1!mäÒØ2ãä
‘Ëv1iã1!ÚÃ×çÝaç]Òä:†‰8Ò12n†Únà]mÔ‘^ugJ]Ò9†Âf‚]ÖÇËù^…ÂˆÝ‘^ugan6!

Ún6]Ò%†]á‰1Ú¡Î^in6açio…an6! SOAS Ún6]á‘^ug‰1e`k‰^Ù‰1æ]ÎÌaç7!
‰gao]iË^Îo!a†Ú¡Î^lÚn6æåe<c]uj†]Ý‰1µn��i1iã1]æ…Ò`j1iã1Òä]mÔiÏ†mg
Ò^]ajÛ^ÝÒ†m6+1q‹Ún6Ún6Ú`Û^áôì’ç‘oaç7+^!ÖnÓàÒfãoÒ3>aç]Þ`n6!

ZZ]…�æ:†‰8XXÒ1]Æ†]šæÚÏ^‘‚]æ…]ŒÒoÚr×‹ôÚ�^æ…lÒ1µ`×1]q¡ŒÒo
…æ�]�µ<bÒ†Úrã1un†laçño!]æÙiçÚÃ×çÝaç]Òäæå]q¡Œ(qçQqçŸñoTUUMÒç
aç](Þä‘†Íµ`¡e×Óäæ]u‚]q¡Œiã^(Ònç7Òä]ŒÒ1eÃ‚ÒŠo]q¡ŒÒ^ÒçñoƒÒ†



Þ`n6iã^!µã†…æ�]�Ún6�…t]Æ†]šæÚÏ^‘‚Ò1en^á‰1ÚÃ×çÝaç]E]æ…m`^7Ún6]Þãn6
µ<p!Úòo [ Ún6 ] Òoeßn^�ÞçÚf†RUUM [ ]…�æ:†‰8 ] Ò^Æ„]lÒ1]ÖË^ÁÞÏØÒ†…a^aç7DVZZ

u^‘Øaç]!XXZZ]…�æ:†‰8Ò^]Ò^¨Þ8LQOµçÞ; [charity number] SUUMÚn62n†:oÞÛf†
æåLQOµçÞ;qç7Ò1 [ mÃßoQqçŸñoTUUMiÔ ] Úf×È‰1�†æÅÒ†]m^iã^!]ŒæÎkiÔ

iç7an6!XX
]h�mÓãn1Òä]Œ…ÎÜÒ1eØeçi1µ†q‹Ún6eßn^�µ<Þ1Ò1�æ‰^ÙeÃ‚iÔÒçño

]•^ÊäÞ`n6aç](:†‰8Þ1Òn^Òn^Ò^ÝÒ†Þ1Ò^]…]�åÒ†Ön^!

³³³]…�æÒ1Ön1]mÔÚ†Òˆ(]…�æ+ã†(]…�æa^Ù(]…�æÒ×g]æ…Òjgì^Þ1Ò1
ajÛ^ÝÒ†Þ^ ] În^Ý³³³Ò^

³³³ivÏnÏo]�]…cÒ1În^ÝÒ^]ajÛ^ÝÒ†Þ^
³³³]…�æÒ1]�^ÂjoÚ†ÒˆÒ1În^ÝÒ^]ajÛ^ÝÒ†Þ^

•†æ…l cÒo Ún†]ìn^Ùa1Òä]…�æ:†‰8]æ…]ŒÒ1Ò†i^�â†i^¨7µ†Úˆm‚if’†
Þ`n6!mäÒ`ß^e1q^Þ`n6aç+^Òä:†‰8Ò^eßn^�pÚÏ’‚Eq‹Ò^ƒÒ†ZZ]Æ†]šæÚÏ^‘‚XX
Ún6Þ`n6DÂf‚]ÖÇË^…‘^ug]æ…]áÒ1‰^iãnç7Ò^�`†lu^‘ØÒ†Þ^a1!ƒ…]‰ç2n1(
µ^ÒŠj^áÒ1ÚÏj‚…åÎçÚo‡e^áÒ1…‰^Ö1ZZ]ìf^…ô]…�æXXÚn6ìf†2ã¶oÒä]…�æ:†‰8]mÔ
enà]ŸÎç]ÚoÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^]ajÛ^ÝÒ†…a^a1(mÃßo]mÔe`kaoÞnÔÒ^ÝÒ†…a^a1!Î^…pe`k
Új^$†açcaç7+1!æåÒn^q^Þn6Òä]ŒÒ^ÞË†Þ‹Ò^]ajÛ^ÝÒnŠ^Òn^q^…a^a1]æ…Òämä
æ]ÎÃoenà]ŸÎç]ÚoÒ`¡Þ1Ò1ŸñÐaç+oeãom^Þ`n6!e‹]…�æ:†‰8Ò^Ò^Ý2Ø+n^!
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Dear Sultana Meher,

A few days ago I received a copy of Guftani , for which many thanks.

Some days before that I had received a letter from one Shoaib Az im in

Dhaka in which he told me that he had read in Guftani an account of

the ending of the friendship between me and Khurshidul Islam and

could not understand why it had ended over so trivial a matter as a dis-

pute over whose name should come first on a title page. I was at a loss

to understand his letter. I did not know what Guftani was and I won-

dered where he had received this extraordinary piece of informat ion

about the ending of my and Khurshidul Islam's friendship. When the

book arrived all became clear.

You standard-bearers of Urdu never cease to amaze me. As you  your-

self say in your piece about me you had written to me telling me of your

proposal to include me in an account of Urdu prose-writers. I had rep-

lied that I was not an Urdu prose-writer and that you should not  include

me. In spite of that you have done so. Ashur Kazmi at one stage wrote

and asked me for a photograph of myself and a sample of my Urdu

handwriting. He did not tell me why he wanted these things, and it is

clear now that he wanted them to send to you. Obviously if he had told

me that I would have refused to send them. Not only that. You head the

piece about me "Professor Ralph Rusel, Birmingham, Britain." You had

my address, which is a London address, and I have never at any stage

in my life lived in Birmingham. At the end of the piece, you give my ad-

dress, misspelling my name and misspelling the street. I am not "Ralf"

but "Ralph" and "Russell," like ever other Russell I ever heard of, has

two "l"s and not one. My address is not "Theater Street" but "Th eatre

Street." You rely for a lot of your so-called information about me on an



interview with Jamiluddin Aali. Either he is to blame for the th ings you

attribute to him or you are to blame for misreporting him. In any case,

the statement which appears saying that my breach with Khurshidu l

Islam was based upon a disagreement as to whose name should come

first on the title page is absolutely false. You have now broadcast to the

world that I am a mean and despicable person who would end a friend-

ship of more than 40 years for such an utterly trivial reason. You have

also broadcast to the world, although, thank God only to the Ur-

du-speaking population of the world, that Aali too is a mean and  despi-

cable person since he said that he agreed with my breaking with Islam

on this pretext. Since you had decided, against my express wish,  to in-

clude a piece about me in Guftani , you might at least have sent the text

of what you proposed to print, so that I could check anything that was

wrong with it. You didn't do that. I shall be sending you by pos t a copy

of my reply to Shoaib Azim and I shall be sending him a copy of this

email to you. 

I don't see how you can possibly have anything reasonable to say  in re-

sponse to this email, but if you do, please send me your respons e

promptly.

Yours sincerely

 Ralph Russell

PS: Ashur Kazmi promised to return my photo promptly but he has

never done so.

This was to have gone to you by email, but the email address you  give

in Guftani is evidently wrong. 

2çÞÓä]hmä+jùão‰×r>2Óoião(Ún6Þ1�Ãng‘^ugÒç]áÒ1ì¼Ò^qç]h
�m^V

          
23/11/00

Dear Shoaib Azim Sahib

Your letter dated 17 October reached me on 25th and I was totall y at a

loss how to reply. I enclose a letter which I have written to Su ltana

Meher which will explain everything to you. To give the real reason for

the breach with Khurshidul Islam would take too long, but you wi ll at

any rate realise that the reason was not that which Guftani gave.



With best wishes,

 

Yours sincerely,

Ralph Russell
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