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As morcarep by the title of this book, the classical Sanskrit poet Bhartrihari is of
interest to us not only for his poetic achievements but also because he and his
ideas make an appearance in the Persian and Urdu works of Muhammad Igbal. In
Igbal’s Persian masnavi, Javednama, the modern poet-philosopher travels
through the paradisal spheres in the company of Rami and encounters distin-
guished characters such as Nasir Khusrau, Tipt Sultan, Vishvamitra, and Bhartri-
hari. Annemarie Schimmel has pointed out the place of the ancient poet’s
philosophy in the mental landscape of Igbal who

has chosen the Indian sage Bhartrihari whom he even allots a seat in Para-
dise—for expressing his own ideas about action as determinative force in
human life; the Indian poet-philosopher recites a ghazal [...]; and the same
Bhartrihari recurs once more as the leading figure in the motto of the Bdl-e
Jibril [quoted below].!

Dalvi discusses the complex relationship of Igbal to Bhartrihari and intro-
duces the latter’s poems to Urdu readers along with translations that are the prod-
uct of twenty years of devotion to this topic.

In the first half of the book, Dalvi provides a survey of Sanskrit literature and
literary theory, positioning Bhartrihari in his proper place in its literary canon. Not
much is known about the life of this fifth-century court poet; the scattered refer-
ences and anecdotes about him are gathered together here from various sources,
but, unfortunately, they do not tell us much about him. There is also a discussion
of how Igbal may have come across Bhartrihari’'s writings—the possibility that he
read the original Sanskrit poems is not ruled out—and the influence of the ancient
poet’s concept of karma on the modern philosopher’s views on action as a force
in man’s life. The poet Bhartrihari is known for his Shatakatraya, a work com-
prised of three parts with a hundred poems in each; the poems are in the form of
shlokas (also called dohds by the author) on each of these subjects: niti (political

'"Gabriel’s Wing: A Study into the Religious Ideas of Sir Mubammad Iqbal
(Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1963), 334.
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